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Dear Parent/Carer

Catcote Academy and Catcote Futures continue to grow and demand for places is greater now than it 
has ever been. Our offer of life-long learning is attracting great interest from across the region and we 
always ensure that the diverse needs of the children entering the school can be met.

We have been exploring and planning some signifi cant changes to our provision for well over a year 
and I am delighted that I am now able to share with you all some very exciting news.

We have taken over the lease for what was Warren Road Adult Services Centre from Hartlepool 
Borough Council and are looking to occupy the building from September. Catcote Futures and all 
our vocational areas will be based within this building which will then free up space in both the main 
school and the Brierton site to better meet the needs of our 11-19 population. Between now and 
September we will be carrying out extensive refurbishment of the Warren Road and Catcote sites.

As a school, we are not alone in facing funding cuts which continue to challenge us as an 
organisation. It might be argued that now is not a good time to expand our service and this is a major 
commitment for the school, but if we are to meet the current and future needs of our children and 
young people we simply have to grasp this opportunity.

At Catcote we continue to take practical steps to support and encourage our students to realise their 
potential and raise their aspirations, to continue their learning and be able to make considered career 
choices.

Following on from the success of our Vestry Café within the Christchurch Art Gallery we have recently 
opened a shop within Middleton Grange Shopping Centre. This will give our students the opportunity 
to gain valuable work experience in the retail trade. We are selling goods and crafts made by our 
students alongside Fairtrade items. There is a training room above the shop to allow students the 
opportunity to work in an environment away from school. Information about our Academy and Catcote 
Futures is available alongside displays and quality goods.

I know you will give us your full support in this venture as you always do, it is greatly appreciated.

Kind regards,

Alan Chapman



Zoo lab

Catcote Academy had a fantasti c visit from 

their favourite critt ers Zoo lab this year. A 

range of animals from shy hermit crabs, fl uff y 

rats, slithering snakes and even a bearded 

dragon made an appearance. All students 

and staff  had a lovely ti me, asking a lot of 

interesti ng questi ons about the animals as 

well as being given the chance to hold some 

of them!  A fun fi lled day was had by all. 

School Att endance

This term we have been monitoring each 
class’ att endance and we have a 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place.

Well done to Class 4 (Mr. Ash) with 98.62 % 
att endance and for coming 1st place.

2nd place goes to Class 10 (Miss Boyd) with 

98.40%

3rd place goes to Link 2 (Mr. Kitson) with 

98.39%



Bamboozle

This term, Catcote Academy has had some 

very special visitors. Bamboozle are a theatre 

company that use intensive interacti on 

techniques to engage all complex students. 

They told a story based on Shakespeare’s 

‘The Tempest’ through music, dance and 

performing arts. 

STORM was performed to two small groups 

of students from the Academy as well as 

two small groups from our feeder school 

Springwell.

It was exciti ng and moving to watch a group 

of students completely immersed in what 

they were watching, without the constraints 

of having to sit sti ll. Some students chose to 

climb on the set, while others got up close 

and personal with the actors. 

The movements and acti ons of the students 

infl uenced the way the performances 

developed, and what fascinati ng shows they 

were!

I think the students’ favourite parts were 

the ‘monster’ waking up, acti ng silly and 

the magician practi cing magic. We hope 

Bamboozle will visit us again to work with 

even more of our students.



Choices Event

Catcote Academy held their annual ‘Choices 

Event’ in February 2017.  The Academy 

holds this event in additi on to many other 

initi ati ves, to help students to think about 

their future.

their organisati ons.

The event also served to promote further 

educati on and vocati onal opti onsfor students 

aged 16 to 19 in Catcote Academy, including 

horti culture, catering, performing arts, forest 

school, childcare, business and enterprise, 

hair & beauty and woodwork.  

Parents and carers att ended the event and 

had the opportunity to speak to providers and 

employers about opti ons that are available 

for their children upon leaving school. 

Refreshments were provided during the 

aft ernoon by Catcote Academy’s own catering 

department.

Students from Years 9 to 14 had the 

opportunity to explore and to discuss their 

future career opti ons and to fi nd out more 

informati on about opportuniti es from a 

variety of outside agencies. This included 

training providers and colleges from across 

Tees Valley.  Key employers, including 

McDonald’s, J & B Recycling and Ashbank 

Laundry Services, also att ended the event. 

They spoke to the students about employer 

expectati ons and specifi c job roles within 



Easter Fayre

Catcote Easter Fayre took place on Wednes-

day 5th April 2017.

Stalls included a tombola, cake stall, 

fl owers, craft  stall, hot dog stall, candle stall, 

milkshakes, refreshments and many more!

Staff  and students have been very creati ve 

working on individual class projects. The turn 

out by parents, carers, family and friends was 

fantasti c and you were all very generous with 

your donati ons and spending. 

This year we raised £1208.87

A big well done to all staff  and students!

Wheelchair Basket Ball 

In the Spring term students from Class 5 have 

been taking part in wheelchair basketball 

sessions. Students really enjoyed the sessions 

and in March they took part in a town trial at 

Dyke House school. The students will att end 

a further trial and some will be chosen to go 

forward to a competi ti on in Darlington to rep-

resent Hartlepool in April.

The students have been working really hard 

towards this and are looking forward to the 

next trial. 



Fairtrade 

Fairtrade acti viti es reached new heights 

this year in an eff ort to raise awareness. 

Barry Currell abseiled 164 feet from the 

Middlesbrough Transporter bridge to launch 

the 2 weeks of acti viti es involving both 

Catcote Futures and Catcote Academy. 

Hartlepool has been a Fairtrade town since 

2005 and has successfully renewed its 

applicati on every 2 years thanks to the eff orts 

and contributi ons of Catcote Academy and 

Catcote Futures.  This year Catcote helped 

to organise a town wide baking competi ti on 

to bake the best Fairtrade biscuit to enjoy 

during your Fairtrade break. Competi ti on was 

intense and lots of classes practi sed their 

recipes to ensure theirs was just right for the 

day. A town wide selfi e competi ti on was also 

launched inviti ng people to send pictures of 

themselves enjoying a ‘Fairbreak’. Catcote 

Futures invited parents to their Fairtrade 

coff ee morning creati ng lots of fun acti viti es, 

including a very popular fun photo booth. 

This was also a great opportunity to judge our 

own biscuits before we entered them into 

the main competi ti on at the Academy the 

following week. 

On Friday 10th March, Catcote Academy held 

their own Fairtrade coff ee morning which was 

open to other schools and the general public. 

Primary schools and other groups from across 

the town turned up with their selfi es and of 

course their very own Fairtrade cookies. 

Hartlepool Mayor and Mayoress Mr and Mrs 

Cook came along to enjoy the morning  and 

complete the diffi  cult task of judging the 

competi ti ons. The number of entries was 

overwhelming. Judging took a really long ti me 

and the Mayer Rob Cook said “Literally any 

one of the entries to the biscuit competi ti on 

could have won. They all looked fantasti c and 

tasted great” Aft er long deliberati on it was 

decided that fi rst place should go to Catcote 

Futures student Rosie Scott  from CF7. Well 

done Rosie. 



The best selfi e competi ti on was equally as 

diffi  cult to judge. Again aft er lots of studying 

of the pictures, the winning picture came 

from Clavering Primary school. It showed 

more than 20 students along one huge table 

all  wearing homemade Fairtrade hats and 

enjoying their Fairtrade break. A big thank 

you and well done to Clavering. 

Finally it must be said that this years Fairtrade 

events were some of the best ever held at 

Catcote Academy and it would not be FAIR 

if we did not thank the amazing staff  who 

made it happen. Without the hard work of 

Lisa, Jackie, Diane, Kay (and I know an awful 

lot more too many to menti on), the coff ee 

morning just would not have happened. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped to 

support Fairtrade.   



Mr Kitson’s Performing Arts class have wowed 

audiences with their performances of the 

West End musical Grease!

The students had been preparing for it since 

November and their hard work showed in 

their fantasti c performance!

Brinkburn 6th Form College welcomed us into 

their theatre, which was packed to the raft ers 

(over 400 people) for two fabulous perfor-

mances.

Grease 

A huge well done to all the performers and a 

big thank you to the support staff . A big thank 

you to everyone who came to watch and 

support the students. We’ll see you again for 

a new show next year!

Hip Hop

Our students - Catcote Crew - have been 

learning hip hop styles of dancing with Zac 

from Ruff  Diamond during their healthy living 

lessons and competed in the Hartlepool Hip 

Hop championship 2017.

They were given some great comments from 

the Ruff  Diamond judges and the Mayor of 

Hartlepool. 

They were awarded a special judges’ award, 

the “crowd favorite award” and came 5th in 

the competi ti on.

It was an amazing achievement for our 

students to take part in a whole town 

competi ti on alongside the rest of the 

secondary schools. 

We would like to thank everyone who came 

to support us during the event.

We are very proud of them.



Space 2 Learn

Class 8 took the TARDIS for a spin at Space 2 

Learn this term as part of our cross-curricular 

topic of ‘travelling through space and ti me’. 

When we visited Space 2 Learn (a high-tech 

immersive learning environment). 

They arrived in what looked like Trafalgar 

Square in London and soon heard the 

recognisable noise of an arriving TARDIS. They 

went into the TARDIS and travelled through a 

vortex.

The aft ernoon involved the students landing 

on the moon and working in teams to create 

giant constellati ons on the fl oor. Next they 

travelled back to the Roman Empire where 

they got to show off  the amazing Roman 

shield they had been making. The fi nal stop 

for the TARDIS was ancient Egypt where the 

students explored the sarcophagus of Tut 

enkhmun and bravely explored Canopic jars 

fi lled with his ‘organs’. 

The students thoroughly enjoyed the expe-

rience and were very impressed by the epic 

journey we had made in one aft ernoon!

Sing and sign

This year, Catcote Academy has been working 

closely with Eldon Grove Academy to make 

signing more accessible in their schools. 

Catcote’s sing and sign group decided to join 

together with some of the year 5s and 6s 

from Eldon Grove to perform a song. Eldon 

Grove came to look around the school and 

perform to our assembly group. We then 

joined forces to learn a song together to 

perform at the Strawberry Fayre.

This was a great success and all students had 

a fantasti c ti me.  Thank you to all of the staff  

and students who give up their breaks and 

free ti me to make this happen!



Supported Intership Programme

Catcote Futures students Christopher Scott  

and Rosie Scott  are the fi rst two students to 

parti cipate in our Supported Internship Study 

Programme. 

The Internship programme is for young 

people aged 16-24 with a Learning Diffi  culty 

Assessment or Educati on, Health and Care 

plan. It provides a personalised and fl exible 

study programme tailored to meet individual 

needs and increase the chance of sustaining 

paid employment upon completi on of the 

programme. 

The programme links up with employers to 

give students with Special Educati onal Needs 

the chance to prepare for employment. 

Chris has been carrying out his Internship 

with Hartlepool Borough Council’s Centre 

for Excellence in Teaching & Learning (CETL) 

where he has gained so much confi dence 

during his ti me there.  He has acquired many 

new skills, including preparing lunches, 

buff ets and meals for a range of catering 

functi ons and events. The invaluable skills 

and experience have certainly set him in good 

stead in looking for employment.

Staff  at the CETL were delighted with his pro-

gress and say he has become an integral part 

of the team. Chris is going to complete his In-

tership working in the Coff ee Shop in school.

Rosie has been working in Footprints Day 

Nursery, where she delights in the contact 

with the young children there. She is using 

her knowledge of Makaton signs to support 

the communicati on of children for whom 

English is a second language. She is beginning 

to widen her knowledge and skills of the 

varying work of a Nursery Assistant.

Both students att end Catcote Academy on  

Fridays and are working hard to complete 

accreditati on specifi c to their placements. 

Chris is working towards Level 1 in Hospitality 

and Rosie is working towards Level 1 in the 

Care Sector.



World Book Day

Lots of our classes have been involved in 

celebrati ng World Book Day.  This is an 

internati onal event, which took place this 

year on the 2nd March.  In our school 

Classes 1, 2, 3, 4 ,5, S5 and CF7 have been 

celebrati ng our love of books and stories in 

assembly each Monday this term with our 

big celebrati on taking place to coincide with 

World Book Day.

We also joined forces with our friends at 

Summerhill and we had a fantasti c aft ernoon.

Class S5 and C1 were invited to lunch with 

lots of important people to open the new 

wheelchair access path to the woods. Our 

students parti cipated in lots of diff erent 

acti viti es during the aft ernoon based around 

our favourite stories. Lots of our students 

went on a hunt in the forest to fi nd some 

characters from their favourite stories.

Mr Ash told the students a sensory story, 

which everyone really enjoyed

At the end of the aft ernoon all of the classes 

went in to the woods and enjoyed a drink 

and a biscuit around the campfi re.  All of our 

friends from Summerhill said they had had 

a great ti me and so did we.  We would like 

to say a big thank you to Mr Pounder who 

helps us all with our outdoor learning at 

Summerhill, to all of the staff  at school who 

made such a wonderful lunch, to Mr Ash for 

telling such a great story and to all of our 

friends at Summerhill who have worked hard 

to make the woods accessible for all of our 

students and people who use wheelchairs.  

We really enjoyed World Book Day 2017



Blue Reef Trip

This term the students in class 2, 3 and 4 

have been exploring the topic of Water. As a 

reward for all their hard work, 

we visited the Blue Reef Aquarium in 

Tynemouth. Students had a fantasti c ti me 

looking at all the diff erent fi sh, seals and the 

very smelly ott ers! 

Class 10 

During the Summer term Class 10 completed 

a project with Dogs Trust. The students 

researched the Trust and investi gated how 

dogs were cared for. The students had the 

opportunity to visit the Darlington Centre and 

met Alison who gave a tour and explained 

the procedures. The students had a fantasti c 

aft ernoon and enjoyed meeti ng the dogs and 

interacti ng with the staff .

Class 10 received funding from Parents and 

Friends to complete a 6 week wheelchair 

basketball course. The students (and staff ) 

had a great experience and thoroughly 

enjoyed the sessions.  The students 

developed an understanding and appreciati on 

of what being in a wheelchair was like while 

developing their skills of the game. 

Well done everyone!



Duke of Edinburgh Award 

DofE students completed their Bronze Award, 

camping at Abbots Farm, Goathland and 

canoeing from Ruswarp to Whitby along the 

river Esk.

The students also set up camp, cooked their 

own meals, navigated a walk around the area, 

practi sed fi rst aid skills and checked health 

and safety around the campsite.

All this was completed despite the swarm 

of midges that surrounded our campsite.   

DofE leaders Mr Pounder and Miss Goft on 

and the DofE assessors where full of praise 

for students who all worked well as a 

team helping each other throughout the 

Expediti on. The students will now start their 

Silver award in the new term. Well done 

everyone!

Award Multi  School Sports Event

Students in Class 1 and 4 att ended a sports 

event for Teesside schools at Marsh House 

Sports Centre in Billingham. 

The students were challenged in a number 

of diff erent acti viti es including Boccia, Messi 

Football, Kurling and Table Cricket. 

The students did extremely well and enjoyed 

all the diff erent acti viti es. 



Bishop of Durham’s Prayer Walk

The Bishop of Durham and his entourage 

called into The Vestry to meet Catcote 

students on his recent Prayer Walk through 

Hartlepool. He has since sent this lett er which 

we would like to share with you :

Erasmus - Romania

The ‘My Work is My Future’ Erasmus 

project is due to end in August.  We have 

been working  with schools in 5 countries 

across Europe for the last two years and 

the fi nal school visit took place in May, with 

Mrs Wharton, Mrs Straker and Mr Waites 

travelling to Lugoj in Romania.

This project is focused on supporti ng students 

with auti sm and learning disabiliti es to 

learn new skills using video modelling and 

picture instructi ons.  Besides Catcote, there 

are schools from Slovakia, Croati a, Turkey, 

Romania and Poland.

During the 3 day meeti ng we enjoyed a tour 

of the host school, a visit to a centre for 

children with Auti sm and looking at therapy 

using horses.  

Our staff  have learned a lot from the other 

teachers and schools involved in this project 

and we hope to be able to maintain the 

excellent links we have established with 

European schools.



Fairtrade Fame

Once again Catcote led on an acti vity 

involving town schools to raise awareness 

of Fairtrade. A celebrati on event took place 

at the Art Gallery and involved schools 

showing and sharing the work they have been 

doing around Fairtrade. Hartlepool Mayor, 

Councillor Paul Beck att ended the event and 

gave out certi fi cates. 

He praised the work by Catcote saying that 

we are a credit to the town. Joe Harrison, 

Fairtrade Foundati on, from the who 

travelled from London to be involved in this 

celebrati on, also att ended the event

Gamecon

This term Class 8 have transformed their 

classroom to look like it has been taken over 

by characters from the video game universe. 

Lessons have been designed to include 

everything the children love about gaming. 

As an end of term treat, the class teamed up 

with Hartlepool College of Further Educati on, 

who helped them host Class 8’s Gamecon 

2017. 

A team of staff  and students from the college 

brought a wide range of games consoles, 

games, prizes and challenges. All of the 

students had a fantasti c day working as a 

team to build levels on ‘Mario Maker’, batt ling 

it out in ‘Super Smash Brothers Brawl’ and 

trying to become the driving champion in 

‘Mariokart Wii’. We have never seen the class 

get on with unfamiliar adults the way they did 

during Gamecon. Let’s hope Gamecon 2018 

can be even bigger and bett er!



Sports Day

Catcote Academy sports day ran on 

Wednesday 12th of July. How lucky we were 

with the weather the sun shone all day.  

Students were able to take part in various 

races and throwing events and also the 

high jump. This year, for the fi rst ti me the 

Academy’s new MUGA (Multi  Use Games 

Area) was turned into a sensory experience. 

Students really enjoyed the acti viti es which 

included a bubble machine, water and sand 

area, parachute, boccia. They especially 

enjoyed the water pistol shoot out area!

All the students tried their hardest in 

acti viti es and there were some outstanding 

performances. Students showed 

determinati on but also great encouragement 

and sportsmanship towards others 

throughout the aft ernoon. It was fantasti c to 

see parents again at the event supporti ng the 

students involved

Year 7 Transiti on Programme

We would like to welcome our new Year 7 

students who will be joining the Academy in 

September.

The students have taken part in weekly 

lessons with some of our teaching staff , 

visited Summerhill and stayed for school 

lunch.



Link 2 Alton Towers

Link 2 have enjoyed a wonderful trip to Alton 

Towers. We stayed for 3 days and 2 nights and 

enjoyed lots of rollercoasters and rides. We 

also ate a ridiculous amount of food! All the 

students behaved extremely well and  had a 

brilliant ti me. 

Mr Kitson is very proud of all of his students 

and is really going to miss them next year!

Showcase!

Mr Kitson’s 6th Form Performing Arts group 

put on a wonderful performance in their 

End Of Year Showcase! The 14 students sang 

for a crowd of over 200 and everyone had a 

wonderful night! Hartlepool Corporati on Club 

was the venue where the students celebrated 

our biggest and best year yet. Ticket sales and 

a raffl  e managed to raise £500 to go towards 

future Catcote Performing Arts projects. A 

huge thank you to everyone who came to 

support us and a massive well done to all the 

performers!



Summerball 





Calendar 2017-2018

Return  Dates

Catcote Academ
y start: Tuesday 2nd January 2018

Catcote Futures start: W
edenesday 3rd January 2018


